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Socializing
big part of
Election Day
for Navajos

FLAGSTAFF (AP) — On
the Navajo Nation, people
don’t go to the polls just to
vote.

For many of them, it’s one
of the few times a year where
they meet up with old
friends, chat about the gov-
ernment, community needs
and their families.

“There’s a lot of socializ-
ing,” said Edison Wauneka,
director of the Navajo Elec-
tion Administration. “I think
a majority of the people want
to come back, those who live
in urban areas, because
there’s where they can see
their friends and relatives.”

Voters can expect cam-
paigns to court them at
numerous chapter houses on
Nov. 4 outside polling sta-
tions, offering traditional fry
bread and mutton stew. Some
candidates also flip hamburg-
ers and give away hot dogs,
pizza and soft drinks, but the
traditional food is a big draw,
said Ben Silversmith, execu-
tive director of the tribe’s
government  development
office.

“If you’re going to work
with people as an official,
you show gratitude and inter-
est in people,” Silversmith
said. “That’s just part of the
tradition.”

Wauneka says the practice
has been standard ever since
the tribe began requiring can-
didates to file for positions in
the 1970s. Before then, can-
didates for tribal offices were
nominated. On the ballot this
year are chapter presidents,
vice presidents, and grazing
committee, farm board,
school board and land board
members.

A ballot that includes the
U.S. presidential race usually
draws even more Navajos to
the polls, Wauneka has said.
More than 110,000 of the
tribe’s  roughly 300,000
members are registered to
vote.

Getting to the polls can be
an obstacle for some tribal
members who lack trans-
portation and live in remote
communities far from polling
sites. The Navajo Nation is
the country’s largest Indian
reservation at 27,000 square
miles. It extends into Ari-
zona, New Mexico and Utah
and is about the size of West
Virginia.

Navajos who live off the
reservation often go back to
their communities to vote for
local officials.

Tribal employees are
given two hours of adminis-
trative leave to vote, though
Navajo President Joe Shirley
Jr. has recommended they
have the entire day off to
vote and help others get to
the polls.

Delma Kalleco, a commu-
nity health representative at
the tribe’s Coyote Canyon
Chapter in New Mexico, said
there’s always a constant
stream of people at polling
sites chatting with candidates
about their plans. Serving
food, she said, is part of
Navajo tradition that predates
elections.

“It’s our tradition to be
good and offer something to
drink or eat and then have
them continue their journey,”
she said. “It’s a big thing on
the reservation.”

Silversmith  remembers
days when candidates used to
butcher animals and wrap the
meat into meal sizes, give out
jewelry and other things to
entice voters. But even if vot-
ers stop by a booth to grab a
bite to eat and don’t vote for
that candidate, there’s never
any hard feelings, he said.

Wauneka doubts that can-
didates still prepare food in
an effort to buy votes.

“A majority of the candi-
dates do that,” he said. “It
made it so there’s really no
advantage anymore.”

Silversmith begs to differ.

“The more you put out, the
more votes you get, that type
of approach,” he said. “The
more you’re seen out in pub-
lic, the more votes you get. I
still think the idea of buying
votes is still there.”

Pine Hill Health Center earns Harvard award

PHOENIX (AP) — “Epit-
omizing success in the face of
challenge, each of the Honor-
ing Nations program validates
the genius of our Native peo-
ples and our abilities to meet
the issues of present time, as
we ensure healthy futures and
honor connections to our tradi-
tions” said Chief Oren Lyons,
Faithkeeper of the Onondaga
Indian Nation and chairman of
the Honoring Nations Board
of Governors while Pine Hill
Health  Center’s  Cancer
Awareness and Prevention
Program was receiving its
High Honors award and
$20,000 from the Harvard
University John F. Kennedy
School of Government on
October 21, 2008. The honor-
ing ceremony was held in con-
junction with the 65th Con-
vention of the National Con-
gress of American Indians in
Phoenix. Hundreds of guests
from around the world includ-
ing the countries of South
Africa, Chile, Brazil, China
and Argentina to name a few,
came to learn from the
awardees and witness the
recognition of the good gover-
nance achievements.

Only five High Honors
programs each received
$20,000, from a nomination of
111 programs representing 69
Indian Nations. Five Honors
programs from the same nom-
inees each received $10,000.
The nominees went through an
arduous process which began

in January 2008. According to
the Harvard Honoring Nations
program, “the exemplary gov-
ernance programs are cri-
tiqued on sovereignty, cultural
relevance, transferability and
sustainability.” In addition to
judging the written contents of
the application, an on-site visit

is conducted and at the final
stage, a public presentation is
made by each of the top ten
nominees. The representatives
from Pine Hill made an excel-
lent public presentation in
Phoenix.

Originally established in
1978 by the Ramah Navajo

School Board, Inc., Pine Hill
Health Center serves primari-
ly the Ramah Band of Nava-
jos and is the first Indian con-
trolled Health Center in the
Nation. It serves a population
of 4,000 in a very rural set-
ting that is approximately 45
miles one way from the near-

JLuna/Courtesy Photo

“Pine Hill Health Center earns Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government High
Honors”. Left to Right: Jolene Luna, Janie Beaver, Maxine Peshlakai, Glennetta Jake-
Henio, Pearl Alonzo, Beverly J. Coho, Carolyn Finster; not pictured Marlene Martinez.

est hospital. According to
written Harvard Honoring
Nations literature, “The Pine
Hill Health Center staff rec-
ognized that breast cancer is
the second leading cause of
death for American Indian
woman and therefore initiat-
ed its Mammography Days to
provide culturally relevant
breast and cervical cancer
screenings. The services are
offered in the English and
Navajo languages, includes
door-to-door transportation,
medical exams, health educa-
tion sessions, and follow-up.
It also includes social activi-
ties like quilting. Without this
essential  program, few
women in the Ramah com-
munity would receive a pre-
ventive health education.”
Pine Hill Health Center also
received a Regional Impact
Award at the 2007 National
Indian Health conference in
September at Portland, Ore-
gon for its entire health pro-
grams.

Other 2008 High Honors
awardees are:  Choctaw
Nation’s Project Falvmmichi,
Tohono O’odham Nation’s

Archie Hendricks Senior
Skilled Nursing Facility / Hos-
pice; Muscogee  Creek

Nation’s Reintegration Pro-
gram; and the Osage Nation’s
Government Reform Initia-
tive.

For more information con-

tact: Beverly J. Coho, (505)
870-1818.

Supreme Court hears
American Indian land case

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Rhode Island officials told the
Supreme Court on Monday
that permitting the federal
government to hold land
owned by the Narragansett
Indian Tribe would undercut
the state’s criminal, safety and
zoning laws.

State leaders fear if the 31-
acre lot is governed by tribal
and federal law, they would
lose jurisdiction over it. The
tribe could then build a casino
on the land or create a tax-free
zone that would hurt the state’s
revenues. Casinos are banned
under state law, but tribes can
build and operate them on
lands held in federal trust.

Justices stepped into the
dispute over the federal gov-
ernment’s ability to take land
into trust for American Indian
tribes in a closely watched
case that could have a dramat-
ic impact on how tribes recog-
nized after the 1934 Indian
Reorganization Act are
allowed to buy, govern and
use land.

Rhode Island argued that
federal law prevents the feder-
al government from taking

land into trust for American
Indian tribes recognized after
the 1934 act. The Narra-
gansetts became a federally
recognized tribe in 1983.

“What the government is
asking for is the exact oppo-
site of what the statute clearly
requires,” said former Solici-
tor General Theodore Olson,
arguing for the state.

The Bush administration
said the act allows it to take
land into trust for tribes
regardless of when they were
recognized.

“The Narragansett Tribe is
a tribe as that term is defined
separately in the act,” said
Deanne E. Maynard, assistant
to the Solicitor General.

Olson cited language in the
act that said it applied to “all
persons of Indian descent who
are members of any recog-
nized Indian tribe now under
federal jurisdiction.” Olson
said the word “now” was
clearly a reference to 1934.

Justice Stephen Breyer
questioned Olson’s view, cit-
ing the example of posters
reading “Give Blood Now.”

“It doesn’t mean when it

was printed,” said Breyer.

Rhode Island and 21 other
states claim the administration
is overreaching. They want
the court to set firm limits.
They warn that trust lands can
alter the character of sur-
rounding communities, espe-
cially when casino income
allows tribes to embark on
major projects.

The fight centers on
whether a land parcel in
Charlestown, R.I., purchased
by the Narragansetts in 1991
should be subject to Rhode
Island law, including a prohi-
bition on casino gambling, or
whether the parcel should be
governed by tribal and federal
law.

The Narragansetts pur-
chased the land to build an
elderly housing complex,
which remains incomplete.

The state objected when
the tribe, which has unsuc-
cessfully sought approval to
build a casino in Rhode
Island, asked the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior to hold
that land in trust.

The case is Carcieri V.
Kempthorne, 07-526.

First Nations group calls for
inquiry mnto police shootings

CBC News

CANADA — Delbert
Pelletier died after being
shot by an RCMP sniper
following a lengthy
standoff on a First
Nations reserve.

Aboriginal leaders in
Saskatchewan are calling
for a public inquiry into
the deaths of First
Nations people who have
been shot by police.

The call comes in the
wake of last week’s coro-
ner’s inquest into the
2006 death of Delbert
Pelletier, which some
family members said left
questions unanswered.

Pelletier, 44, was shot
by RCMP at his home
two years ago at his
home after a lengthy
standoff at Muskowek-
wan First Nation, about
150 kilometres northeast
of Regina.

The inquest heard a
police sniper say he shot
Pelletier after seeing him

come out of the house
with a rifle and pointing it
at a police vehicle.

The inquest jury made t
several recommendations,
including consulting eld-
ers and family members t
during dangerous situa-
tions.

Since Pelletier’s death,
three other aboriginal
people in the province
have died after being shot t
by police. Another four
were shot, but survived.

Questions unanswered, 1
FSIN says

The Federation of
Saskatchewan Indian
Nations said a public t
inquiry is needed to try to

figure out how to end why we feel that an
what it calls a disturbing inquiry would be best.
trend. Because the probing

“This is not just a First questions  would be
Nation issue,” FSIN vice- asked.”

chief Morley Watson
said.

“This is a
Saskatchewan issue, and
we would hope that the
provincial government i

would step up to the
plate, work with us and
hopefully,

of
remain unanswered at

and Pelletier’s family, the
process
such questions as whether
police could have handled

an unfair process,” Pel-

Melanie Fisher said. “You
have to hear both sides to
a story, and we felt that

and not our side, that’s

both said they expect it
will be difficult to con-
vince the provincial gov-
ernment to hold a public

that collec-
ively, we can find some
the answers that

his time.”
According to Watson

didn’t answer

he standoff differently.
“I just think it’s been

etier’s sister-in-law

hey just heard their side

Fisher and the FSIN

nquiry.

Cut-oft land claims
settled with four
B.C. First Nations

CBC News

CANADA — The B.C. gov-
ernment has struck a deal to
return lands cut off from First
Nations reserves nearly a cen-
tury ago under what was known
as the McKenna-McBride com-
mission of 1912-1916.

Aboriginal relations Minis-
ter Mike de Jong said the agree-
ments settle the last of 22 his-
toric claims that took more than
40 years to resolve.

“These agreements with the
Seton Lake Indian Band, Git-
wangak Band Council, Met-
lakatla Band and Lax
Kw’alaams Indian Band, dating
back more than 90 years, grew
out of our collective desire to
make right the past and achieve
lasting reconciliation,” said de
Jong on Tuesday.

“I can think of no better way
to celebrate B.C.’s 150th
anniversary than by closing the
book on the McKenna-
McBride cut-off claims, which
stem from the early decades of
our province’s history.”

The deal was another in a
long series of agreements the
B.C. Liberal government has
struck since Premier Gordon
Campbell began aggressively
pursuing a so-called new rela-
tionship with First Nations.

While the agreement is
being hailed as a major step for-
ward, native leaders, such as
former Chief Gary John of the
Seton Lake band, were cautious
in their praise.

“So far, in my honest opin-
ion, the new relationship does-
n’t look very new yet, but we’re
hopeful, and we’re optimistic
that this is going to be the
beginning of something more,”
said John.

“We are glad to put this dif-
ficult time in our history behind
us,” said Seton Lake Indian
Band Chief Larry Casper Jr.

“We now move towards a
future where our children can

see that negotiations have a
positive effect, and we look for-
ward to continuing dialogue
with the province on other
issues.”

Under the terms of the
deal, the Seton Lake band,
which is located 20 kilome-
tres northwest of Lillooet in
the southern Interior, won’t
get the original land back
since some of it is now in pri-
vate hands.

Instead, the band will get
about 13 hectares of land and
$600,000. John said the cash
won’t cover the cost of buying
back all the land because it has
become far too expensive in
recent years.

“They said the land was
worthless. Now, 80 years later,
all of a sudden here we are, and
the land is priceless beyond our
imagination,” said John.

Under the deal, the Gitwan-
gak Band Council, a Gitxsan
nation located at the junction of
the Yellowhead and Cassiar
highways in the northern Interi-
or, will also get 7.6 hectares of
the original cut-off lands, along
with financial compensation of
$350,000 from the federal gov-
ernment and the province.

The Metlakatla and Lax
Kw’alaams Bands, both located
near Prince Rupert, will receive
provincial land parcels totalling
4,755 hectares, as well as
$150,000 for each band. Met-
lakatla will also get an addi-
tional settlement of approxi-
mately $3,000.

“For nearly 100 years, over
20 First Nations have endeav-
oured to right the wrong of the
cut-off claims,” said Chief
Harold Leighton of the Met-
lakatla Indian Band.

“We are happy to stand with
British Columbia and Canada
today to celebrate the resolu-
tion of these claims and to
move forward now with greater
certainty toward a shared
future,” said Leighton.

Samish tribe buys
land at Anacortes

ANACORTES, Wash. (AP) — The Samish Indian tribe has
acquired 14 acres of land on Highway 20 in Anacortes.

Tribal Chairman Tom Wooten told the Skagit Valley Herald
it is considering developments that could include a hotel or

casino.

The property sold for $8.6 million. Wooten says the land will
be put in federal trust and removed from tax rolls.

Wooten says the tribe will work with Anacortes and follow
building codes and pay fees for city services.



